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Art Unit: 3724 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Newly submitted claims 5-6 and 8-17 are directed to an invention that is 
independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: claim 
1-3 which have originally presented and examined and newly submitted and amended claims 
5-6 and 8-17 do not relate to a single inventive concept. It should be noted that the dependent 
claims 5-6 and 8-10 are also considered as new claims, since they were not considered in the 
original Office action. 

Group I, claim 3, drawn to a dispensing device including means for retaining a 
starting tip of a spare roll having a rubber panel with a cross-shaped cut. 

Group II, claims 5, 12, 14 and 16, drawn to a dispensing device including means for 
the top hinging of the cover having teeth formed at the top of the base. 

Group III, claims 6, 13 and 17, drawn to a dispensing device including means 

suitable 

to turn a push on the cover into a driving impulse having a pair of rocker arms. 

Group VI, claims 8-1 1 and 15, drawn to a dispensing device including a cover 
having an inclined plane integrally projecting downward at the area of nipping of the paper. 

It should also be noted that claim 1 links invention I-IV. The restriction requirement 
among the linked inventions is subject to the nonallowance of the linking claim(s) 1. Upon 
the indication of allowability of the linking claim(s), the restriction requirement as to the 
linked inventions shall be withdrawn and any claim(s) depending from or otherwise 
requiring all the limitations of the allowable linking claim(s) will be rejoined and fully 
examined for patentability in accordance with 37 CFR 1 . 104. 

2. The inventions listed as Groups or Inventions I-IV do not relate to a single inventive 
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concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 

corresponding special features for the following reasons: The technical feature of the 

invention I, as mentioned above, is not present in inventions II-IV. Conversely, the technical 

futures in inventions II-IV are not present in invention I. It should be noted that inventions I- 

IV are distinct from one another by having at least a specific feature that is not presented in 
the 

other inventions. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally 
presented invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original 
presentation for prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 5-6 and 8-17 are withdrawn 
from consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 
1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Specification 

3. The specification is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .71 because it fails to teach how the 
pre-established length of the paper is cut. The specification fails to teach first and second 
blades or a cutting unit. The specification fails to teach how the cutting unit work with the 
parts of the dispensing device to cut a length of the paper. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making and 
using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or 
with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by 
the inventor of carrying out his invention. 
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5. Claims 1-6 and 8-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of 
the claimed invention. Regarding claim 1, the specification fails to teach how "a pre- 
established length of band" or the paper is cut. The specification fails to teach a cutting unit 
or first and second blades. The specification fails to teach how the first and second blade 
works with the parts of the dispensing device to cut a length of the paper. 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
mailer which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1-6 and 8-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Regarding claim 1, "a band feeding and cutting unit 
configured to control feeding of a pre-established length of band and cutting of said pre- 
established length of band through a pull exerted by a user on a tip of paper (C) projecting 
from the device" is not clear. It is not clear what type of band feeding and cutting unit is 
claimed. It is not clear what encompasses the band feeding and cutting unit. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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9. Claim 1-4, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Granger (6,006,642) in view of Morand (4,846,412). Regarding claim 1, 
Granger teaches a dispensing device for paper sheets cut from a continuous band 
wound up in a roll RS comprising a case 1 including a base and a cover 2, the cover being 
provided with a bottom opening as paper outlet,. Granger also teaches a mechanism for 
automatically replacing the finished roll with a spare roll RR, a band feeding and cutting unit 
5 configured to control feeding of a pre-established length of band and cutting of the pre- 
established length of band through a pull exerted by a user on a tip of paper projecting from 
the device. Granger also teaches means for retaining the starting tip of said spare roll, means 
for the top hinging of said cover to said base. Se Figs. 1-5 and col. 5, lines 1-64 in Granger. 
Granger does not explicitly teach connection means suitable to turn a push on the cover into a 
driving impulse for said feeding and cutting unit. However, Morand teaches connection 
means 60 suitable to turn a push on a cover 80 into a driving impulse for said feeding and 
cutting unit. See Figs. 1-5 in Morand. It should be noted that pressure on the connection 
means 60 also exert some pressure on the cover 80. It would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to provide Granger's dispenser device with the connection means, 
as taught by Morand, in order to manually feed the paper in an alternative manner that 
facilitates dispending of the paper from the dispenser device. 

Regarding claim 2, Granger teaches everything noted above including that the 
mechanism for automatically replacing the finished roll RS including a frame rotatably 
mounted on a frame of the feeding and cutting unit, the frame of the replacement mechanism 
has an inside in which a first pivot that carries a pair of independent arms carrying 
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respectively the first roll and the spare roll, on the same internal side of the frame there being 
provided a second more advanced pivot that carries a plate on which there is formed a cam 
shaped with a horizontal top portion and a rear vertical portion connected by a substantially 
curved front portion, each of the arms being provided with a relevant peg positioned so that 
it can follow the profile of the cam. See Figs. 1-5 in Granger. 

Regarding claims 3-4, Granger, as modified above, does not explicitly teach that the 
means for retaining the starting tip of the spare roll RR consist of a rubber panel 
with a cross-shaped cut. However, Official Notice is taken that the use of a rubber panel with 
a cross-shaped cut for retaining the tip of a roll is well known in the art. 

10. Claim 1, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Morand in view of Granger. Regarding claim 1 , Morand teaches a 
dispensing device for paper sheets cut from a continuous band wound up in a roll 18 
comprising a case 12 including a base 16 and a cover 80, the cover being provided with a 
bottom opening as paper outlet. Morand also teaches a mechanism for automatically 
replacing a finished roll with a spare roll 40, a band feeding 20 and cutting unit configured to 
control feeding of a pre-established length of the band and cutting of the pre-established 
length through a pull exerted by a user on a tip of paper projecting from the device. Morand 
also teaches means for retaining the starting tip of said spare roll, means for the top hinging 
of said cover to said base. See Figs. 1-6 in Morand. Morand does not teach that the band feed 
roller is also a cutting roller. However, the use of a feeding and cutting type roller is 
dispenser devices are well known in the art such as taught by Granger. See Figs. 1-6 in 
Granger. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
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Morand's dispenser device with the feeding and cutting roller, as taught by Granger, in order 
to feed and cut the paper with the same roller. 

Response to Amendment 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed on 07/09/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's argument that the cutting unit is disclosed in various European patents 
including application EP 930039 is not persuasive. It is not clear how the cutting unit such as 
the cutting unit in the EP 930039 works with other parts of the invention to cut a pre- 
established length of band. It is not clear where the cutting unit is located. It is also not clear 
how the cutting unit is connected to the other parts of the dispenser in the instant invention 
and how does it work with the other parts of the invention to cut a pre-established length of 
band. 

Applicant's states that it is not understood which elements of Granger the Examiner 
has cited as means for retaining a starting tip (S ) of said spare roll, and means for the top 
hinging of said cover to the base. Furthermore, applicant states that in the events that 
Examiner generates a second Office action with detailed guidance on which elements of 
Granger are being used to reject the claims, it is requested that the second Office action to be 
made non-Final. It is not understood, how further clarification of the rejection by Examiner 
upon the request of the applicant is consider to be a new ground of rejection. Applicant 
asserts that item b) means for retaining a starting tip (S) of said spare roll; and item c) means 
for the top hinging of said cover to the base are not specifically identified by the Examiner. 
Therefore, if Examiner identifies those items there will be a new ground of rejection. Firstly, 
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Granger teaches that the cover 2 is a hinged cover. See col. 3, lines 44-46. Fig. 1 in Granger, 
Granger also teaches that the cover 2 is hinged to the top wall of the base, as clearly shown in 
Fig. 2. In addition, any wall of the base that is hinged to the cover 2 is considered to be the 
top of the base, since neither the top of the base or the cover has been specifically identified 
in the claims or differentiated from the other sides of the base or the cover in the claims. 
Secondly, "means for retaining the starting tip of said spare roll" is a very broad limitation. 
Any item that supports or holds the starting tip of the spare roll is considered to be means for 
retaining the starting tip of the spare roll. In this case, the spare roll is identified by reference 
(RR) in Granger. Sec col. 7, lines 3 1-32. Any items that holds the spare roll also inherently 
retains the tip of the spare roll. There are many items in Granger's dispenser that hold the 
spare roll as shown in Figs. 1-5 in Granger. Claim 1 does not even identifies general 
components of the means for retaining the tip of the spare roll. Claim 1 merely calls for 
"means for retaining the starting tip (S) of said spare roll (R')." 

Conclusion 

12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
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advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ghassem Alie whose telephone number is (571) 272-4501. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on (571 272-4502. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, SEE hU p://pair-dircct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Ghassem Alie/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 
October 10, 2008 



